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international institutions. As the 2005 Trans-
parency International Corruption Perception 
Index chart, where Armenia ranked 88th out of 
158th, shows, Armenia has earned this sup-
port. Furthermore, according to the 2005 U.N. 
Human Development Report, Armenia has a 
Human Development Index of 83 out of 177, 
and ranks the highest among the 
Transcaucasian republics. Finally, in recog-
nizing the country’s continuing efforts to move 
away from its Soviet past, it cannot be over-
looked that in this year’s Index of Economic 
Freedom, Armenia ranked 27th best, tied with 
Japan and ahead of countries like Norway, 
Spain, Portugal and Italy. The rank puts Arme-
nia in the category of ‘‘Mostly Free’’ countries, 
making it the most economically free state in 
the Commonwealth of Independent States. 

No recognition of Armenia would be com-
plete without acknowledging the fantastic con-
tributions of the Armenian diaspora living here 
in America. It is estimated that the Armenian 
community in the United States numbers in 
the hundreds of thousands and represents the 
largest Armenian community in the world out-
side Armenia. In Michigan, my hometown of 
Detroit was itself one of the great historical 
centers where Armenians set down roots after 
they came to our great Nation. Armenian- 
Americans have also made contributions to 
every aspect of American life. Among the 
most notable have been William Saroyan, 
Academy Award and Pulitzer Prize winning 
author; Howard Kazanjian, producer of Star 
Wars and Raiders of the Lost Ark; Raffi, chil-
dren’s singer and songwriter; System of a 
Down, multi-platinum alternative/metal group; 
Steve Zallian, Academy Award winning 
screenwriter of Schindler’s List; Ray 
Damadian, inventor of Magnetic Resonance 
Imaging (MRI), and, of course, Andre Agassi, 
professional tennis player. 

However, our relationship with Armenia has 
certainly been by no means a one-way street. 
Our Nation’s Armenian diaspora has provided 
the greatest number of high ranking officials in 
the new republic: the young Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Raffi Hovannisian, a lawyer and 
political scientist, whose father, Richard, pro-
fessor of Armenian history at UCLA, is the 
foremost authority on the first republic; the 
minister of energy, Sebuh Tashjian, also from 
Los Angeles; Jirair Libaridian, historian and 
former director of the Zoryan Institute, who is 
a personal advisor to President Levon Ter 
Petrosian; and Mathew Der Manuelian, a Bos-
ton lawyer with a high post in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

I’ll conclude my statement by wishing Arme-
nia and Armenian-Americans a happy inde-
pendence day. 
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
recognize the Manresa Jesuit Retreat House 
as it celebrates its eightieth year of service to 
Oakland County. 

Founded by a group of laymen in 1926, the 
Manresa Jesuit Retreat House has grown and 

evolved over the years to become a center for 
thousands of people to get away to a quiet 
place for meetings, seminars, workshops, and 
worship. 

In its beginnings, the Manresa Jesuit Re-
treat House struggled to secure the funds to 
fully provide food service and other amenities 
to its guests, However, through perseverance 
and strong leadership, Manresa has become a 
fixture in the community, providing thousands 
of people with a place to worship, reflect, 
learn, and work in a nurturing atmosphere. Its 
board of directors has guided the Manresa 
Jesuit Retreat House’s ministry to the commu-
nity, including the establishment of the Intern-
ship in Ignatian Spirituality which trains both 
laymen and ordained people of many denomi-
nations for ministry in their communities. 

September 23, 2006 will mark the eightieth 
anniversary of the first retreat ever held at the 
Manresa Jesuit Retreat House, located on the 
thirty-nine acre ‘‘Deepdale Estate’’ on the cor-
ner of Woodward and Quarton Road in Bloom-
field Hills. At the time of its establishment as 
the Manresa Jesuit Retreat House, this area 
was part of the expanding metro Detroit area. 
As the area grew, so did Manresa with a se-
ries of additions and renovations that have en-
larged the original capacity of retreat guests 
from 23 to its current capacity of 78. 

The Manresa Jesuit Retreat House has pro-
vided a foundation upon which thousands of 
metro Detroiters have grown, both personally 
and spiritually. I am proud to recognize its im-
portance in forging the character of the com-
munity as we celebrate the eightieth anniver-
sary of Manresa’s inaugural retreat. 
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Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the extraordinary life of Austin Mal-
colm ‘‘Mike’’ Allen, former Mayor of Northville, 
Michigan, and mourn his passing at the age of 
91. 

For more than nine decades, Mike served 
the people of the City of Northville, where we 
served as its Mayor from 1958–1978. Born on 
October 3, 1914, he left his world on Sep-
tember 9, 2006. In his magnificent life, Mike 
embodied the virtues of honesty and duty— 
and good old fashioned common sense—for 
which he was widely admired and never 
equaled. (Though, admittedly, few tried to 
emulate his love of suspenders!) 

Mike is survived by his wife, Betty; his chil-
dren, Jim, Sharon, and Patricia; and his sib-
lings, Doris, Naomi, Jerome, Flora, and Hoy. 
He will be remembered for his witty sense of 
humor, unfaltering dependability, and endear-
ing concern for others. Mike touched everyone 
he met; and, by his absence, we are all dimin-
ished. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Austin Malcolm ‘‘Mike’’ Allen for 
his lifetime of dedication and service to his fel-
low human beings. 
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Mr. MELANCON. Mr. Speaker, Today I wel-
come President Nursultan Nazarbayev of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan to the United States. 

When the Soviet Union collapsed, there was 
great concern about the political and economic 
future of the former Soviet republics. The 
world wondered whether these nations would 
join democratically developed nations, and 
whether they would be able to overcome the 
communist ideology that had been imposed on 
them for so long. Furthermore, as a result of 
the disintegration of the Soviet Empire, nu-
clear weapons were scattered, uncontrolled 
and therefore even more dangerous. The co-
lossal number of nuclear weapons was a real 
threat to peace and the possibility loomed of 
bloody territorial and international conflict. 

Unfortunately, in some cases our concerns 
were valid. For many of these emerging 
states, the burden of building a stable, flour-
ishing and democratic society appeared to be 
a difficult task. Not everyone could handle this 
historic mission. The world witnessed several 
conflicts, sometimes bloody, in the former So-
viet bloc, which not only destabilized the re-
gion, but also caused economic stagnation. 

All indicators showed that Kazakhstan, with 
its enormous territory, vast natural resources 
and multinational and multiethnic population, 
should have been the epicenter of instability. 
But instead, Kazkahstan was one of only a 
few former Soviet states that avoided blood-
shed. Kazakhstan withstood the pressure of 
reform and today has made staggering eco-
nomic and political progress, largely due to 
President Nazarbayev’s vision and leadership. 

President Nazarbayev’s stewardship of 
Kazakhstan’s vast natural and strategic re-
sources has given the world confidence in his 
government. His commitment to harmonize 
Kazakhstan’s political and business climate 
with Western standards has allowed 
Kazakhstan to assume a leadership role 
among the former Soviet states of Central 
Asia. And Kazakhstan has risen up as a 
model in disarmament and nonproliferation 
and should be applauded by all nations of the 
world. 

In November of last year I visited 
Kazakhstan. The warm and hospitable Kazakh 
people reminded me of the people from my 
own home state of Louisiana. During that trip, 
I was proud to be one of the first leaders to 
congratulate President Nazarbayev on his re-
election. I also met with the elected leaders of 
the legislative and executive branches of gov-
ernment and of several opposition parties. I 
am glad to report that democracy in 
Kazakhstan is growing. 

If you have never seen Kazakhstan’s capitol 
city, Astana, you must. The brand new city 
rises up out of the Steppes, with cranes and 
skyscrapers studding the horizon. Astana is a 
truly awesome testament to the will of the 
Kazakh people to move into the future. It is a 
symbol of the progress Kazakhstan has made 
from Soviet dominance to independence. 
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